
Field Training Program Guide

Vol. 2
Part 5:  POST Field Training Model 

Transition to Becoming an Effective Patrol OfficerTransition to Becoming an Effective Patrol Officer

California POST-Certified Training



POST Field Training Program Guide 2014 
Volume 1:  Overview and Appendices 

© California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training 

Copyright July 2003 

First published 1988 
Revised: November 1997, April 2003, October 2014 

All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form or by 
any means electronic or mechanical or by any information storage and retrieval system now 
known or hereafter invented, without prior written permission of the California Commission on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training. This publication (and any videos associated with it) may 
not be posted to any web site or social media application, including Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, 
or any future social media application. 

There are two exceptions: 

• California law enforcement agencies in the POST peace officer program and POST-
certified training presenters are hereby given permission by POST to reproduce any or all
of the contents of this manual for their internal use only. However, distribution may be
limited.

• Individuals are allowed to download POST publications for personal use only.
(Distribution is not allowed.)

Infringement of the copyright protection law and the provisions expressed here and on the POST 
website under Copyright/Trademark Protection will be pursued in a court of law.  Questions 
about copyright protection of this publication and exceptions may be directed to the 
Publications Manager. 

POST.BTB.2003-01.V2 

www.post.ca.gov 

https://www.post.ca.gov/terms--conditions.aspx
mailto:POST Publications Manager@POST
https://www.post.ca.gov/home.aspx


 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 
 

Overview and Contents         Page 1 of 16 

PART 5 

POST Field Training Model 

HEN COMBINED with a valid trainee evaluation program, this field training program, properly 
administered and supervised, can and should be one of the most important phases of basic training  
for law enforcement officers.  

POST field training regulations and this sample model provide the foundation for field training needed  
to supplement classroom training as well as the appropriate guidance and supervision required to allow 
the trainee to safely, effectively, and competently apply basic law enforcement principles within the 
community being served. 

It is recommended that both trainee and FTO sign off on each area of instruction as the trainee 
progresses through each training phase. Each topical area coincides with the Field Training Approval 
Checklist (POST Form 2-230). 

The following pages include a complete table of contents for the entire program model. Each section  
(1 through 17) identifies the minimum competency requirements and provides a suggested format to 
document the trainee’s performance and progress. 

 

W 

https://www.post.ca.gov/forms.aspx
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SECTION 2
Officer Safety Procedures 
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SECTION 4
Use of Force 

4.1 – 4.2          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

4.1 Legal and Ethical Issues 

4.2 Force Options 

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 5
Patrol Vehicle Operations 

5.1 – 5.6          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

5.1 Patrol Vehicle Inspections 

5.2 Patrol Vehicle Operation Safety 

5.3 SAFE Driving 

5.4 Use of Seatbelts 

5.5 Emergency Vehicle Operations/Pursuits 

5.6 Vehicle Operation Liability  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 6
Community Relations/Professional Demeanor 

6.1 – 6.6          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

6.1 Community Relations and Service 

6.2 Professional Demeanor and Communications 

6.3 Cultural Diversity 

6.4 Racial Profiling 

6.5 Crime Prevention 

6.6 COP/POP  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 2 of 14 

See instructions in the corresponding MS Word file (.doc) 
on how to edit or update this section.  



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 3 of 14 

6.1.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.1.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 4 of 14 

6.2.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.2.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 5 of 14 

6.2.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.2.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 6 of 14 

6.2.05 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.2.06 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 7 of 14 

6.2.07 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.3.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 8 of 14 

6.3.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.3.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 9 of 14 

6.4.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.4.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 10 of 14 

6.4.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.4.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 11 of 14 

6.4.05 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.4.06 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 12 of 14 

 
6.5.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
6.6.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 13 of 14 

6.6.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

6.6.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.6  Community Relations/Professional Demeanor         Page 14 of 14 

 
6.6.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
6.6.05 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.7  Radio Communication Systems         Page 1 of 8 

SECTION 7
Radio Communication Systems 

7.1 – 7.2          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

7.1 Radio Communication 

7.2 Information Systems/Telecommunications 

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 8
Leadership 

8.1           COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

8.1 Leadership  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 9 

California Codes and Laws 

 
 
9.1 – 9.5          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

9.1 Criminal Law 

9.2 Reasonable Suspicion/Probable Cause 

9.3 Laws of Arrest 

9.4 Juvenile Law and Procedure 

9.5 Additional Laws  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 10
Search and Seizure 

10.1 – 10.3          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

10.1 Search Concepts 

10.2 Seizure Concepts 

10.3 Warrants  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 11
Report Writing 

11.1 – 11.2          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

11.1 Field Notes and Notebook 

11.2 Report Writing Requirements  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 12 

Control of Persons/Prisoners/Mentally Ill 

 
 
12.1 – 12.7          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

12.1 Control/Searching Persons 

12.2 Handcuffing 

12.3 Legal Responsibilities and Requirements with Prisoners 

12.4 Transporting Prisoners 

12.5 Booking Prisoners 

12.6 People with Disabilities 
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15.1 – 15.4          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
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15.2 Handling Disputes (General) 

15.3 Civil Disputes 

15.4 Repossessions  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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16.1 – 16.5          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

16.1 Vehicle Codes 

16.2 Impounding/Storing Vehicles 
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16.4 Traffic Control/Direction 
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SECTION 17 

Self-Initiated Activity 

 
 
17.1           COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

17.1 Types of Activities  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

1. To add your agency name to the header:  Double click in the header space. 
Replace ‘XXX’ with your agency name. Double click in the body to return to the 
content. Your agency name will appear on every page.  

2. To add a date to the footer:  Double click in the footer space. Replace the 
sample date with your initial publication date for this Guide. Double click in the 
body to return to the content. (NOTE:  The new date will appear on all pages 
within this section.) To enter revision date(s), replace “Date:” with “Revised:” 
and enter the revision date as needed.  

3. DO NOT delete or move any of the tables:  All tables MUST remain in this 
Guide and in their original order. (NOTE:  The tables in this section cannot be 
edited or filled in electronically.) 

4. To enter additional references and/or Agency-Specific information:   
Place cursor in the space BELOW the applicable table and enter text as needed. 
The space/pages will expand automatically as you type.  

5.  Useful links: The following links access California legislative codes or U.S. 
government codes: 

 CA Legislative codes:  http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml 
 U.S. Government codes:  http://uscode.house.gov/ 
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SECTION 18 

Agency-Specific Activities 

 
 
18.1           COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

18.1 Types of Activities  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 18 AGENCY-SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES 
 Phase 1       Phase 2       Phase 3       Phase 4       Phase 5 

Trainee    FTO  
    
 

18.1  TYPES OF ACTIVITIES 
The trainee shall explain the necessity of and demonstrate proficiency in the performance of agency-specific activities to 
minimally include the following. 

 
18.1.01 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   ________________________  

Case Report #:  _____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.01.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 
 
18.1.02 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   ________________________  

Case Report #:  _____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.1.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  
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18.1.03 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   _______________________  

Case Report #:  ____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.1.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 
 
18.1.04 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   _______________________  

Case Report #:  ____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.1.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  
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MASTER TEMPLATE 
 
18.#.## Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   ________________________  

Case Report #:  _____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.#.## Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 
 
ADD THIS TABLE TO START NEW SUBTOPIC 
 

18.#  Xxxxx 
Description. 
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